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BUYING A NEW SRT KIT. 
Chris Curtis. 

I have recently been made aware of a ready to go 
SRT Kit from Aspiring in New Zealand (Figure 1).  
 
So, in this article, I wanted to compare this kit 
with a custom kit like most of us would typically 
buy. 
 
Convenience 
Obviously the biggest advantage of buying a ready 
to go kit is that you only make one purchase order 
and it all just turns up. 
 
It saves you spending literally hours shopping 
around comparing prices, reading reviews on gear, 
etc. 
 
Everything turns up together with a ready to go 
kit. A custom kit coming from various suppliers 
can take much longer and it all turns up at 
different times. 
 
Flexibility 
The biggest problem with a ready to go kit is that 
you don’t have the option to change individual 
parts like the harness or ascenders. What you see 
is what you get! With a custom kit, you can 
literally choose every specific item from any brand 
from any store. 
Sometimes the gear in a ready to go kit may or 
may not have much adjustment in it, but I will go 
through this in more detail below (see Table 1). 
 
Cost 
A ready to go kit can sometimes be the cheapest 
option, but it depends on what custom kit you 
want to build up. 
 
The table below (Table 1) is a comparison of the 
Aspiring Kit versus alternative options.  

The ready to go kit does not include a descender. 
 
Hopefully this has provided some insight.  
 
My personal recommendation is to not rush the 
purchasing process, buy the right gear for you and 
set it up the way you want it. 
 
It will take longer, but I believe you will be much 
happier overall.  
 
As I have mentioned before, the cost should not 
come into it. Look after your gear and it will last 
you for many years. 

JSSS 

Figure 1: Aspiring Frog SRT Kit.  
Information: Aspiring Safety Ltd1/6 Burdale Street, Riccarton, Christchurch, New Zealand. 8011.
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Table 1: Comparisons between Aspiring Frog SRT Kit and a Do It Yourself Custom Kit.  
Information: Chris Curtis. 

SPELEO SCENE SECTION.

Photo 1: Single Rope Technique in use in unknown cave. Photo: Unknown.


